The Story of Miguel's Tomatoes Questions

Suggested Answers

Think about these food system steps in the story about Miguel and his tomatoes. 

Getting ready to grow food: 
· What did Miguel need to begin growing his tomatoes? Seeds, fertilizer, a plough and land. 

· What would happen if these were not available? Could Miguel grow tomatoes without these supplies?

Growing the food: 

· What did Miguel need for the tomatoes to grow? Sunshine, rain, his hands to work, weed and care for the tomatoes (labor), understanding of growing food, the land and agriculture (education/knowledge). 

· Could Miguel's tomatoes have grown if these were not available?

Moving food from the field: 
· Where were Miguel's tomatoes moved to after he and Ana picked them? 

· Some were taken to Miguel and Ana's house to be eaten for dinner or to put into jars to store. 

· The rest were taken to the village market by Miguel in a cart. 

· At the village market they were loaded into a truck and taken to the city. 

· Some were taken to the city market. 

· The rest were taken to the food processing factory. 

· How far did the tomatoes travel for Miguel and Ana's dinner? 

· How far did the tomatoes travel to get to the city? How did they make this journey? (Miguel's cart, Pedro's truck). 

· What would happen to the tomatoes if the cart or truck broke down on the way? 

Processing or selling the food: 

· How did Ana process the tomatoes? 

· How did Miguel sell his tomatoes? 

· How did Pedro re-sell the tomatoes? 

· What happened to the tomatoes at the food processing factory?

Eating the food: 

· Discuss how people need money to buy food unless they grow their own as Miguel and Ana do. 

· Discuss how people must understand how to use the food safely and choose foods that keep them healthy. 

· Discuss the problems that could arise with each of the above steps and how the food would then not be available for people to eat. 

· Discuss the difference between the foods that were eaten directly by Miguel and Ana from their field and the tomatoes that came back in a can. 
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